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INSTRUCTIONS   
  
Practise exercises:  
  
Circle the correct answer.  
  
1. Which is not a type of superhero?  
    
 A Villain  
 B Batman  
 C Hulk  
 D The Green Lantern  
    
 You answered correctly if you circled the letter  A .  
    
2. Which word is the verb in the following sentence? Write the word on the line.  
   
 The man is flying over a building.  
   
 Flying  
   
 You answered correctly if you only wrote “flying” on the line.  
   
3. Give a reason why school is important for kids.  
   
   

   
 You should have written in full sentences in the space provided similar to the 

answer below: 
 

   
 School is important for kids so that they can learn.  
    

Downloaded from testpapers.co.za



ENGLISH FIRST ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE 
  GRADE 6 

3 

 

P.T.O. 

 
QUESTION 1  
  
Text A: Reading Comprehension   
  
Read the following article and answer the questions that follow.  
 

The Inner Solar System 
 

 
 
1. The solar system consists of eight planets.  The inner solar system is made up 

of four planets, also known as terrestrial planets and the asteroid belt. 
Terrestrial is a fancy word for rocky. Terrestrial planets have a core of iron and 
rock. 

  
2. At the centre of the solar system is the Sun. It is a ball of hydrogen powered 

by nuclear reactions. Continuous explosions inside the Sun make light and 
heat.  Light zips from the Sun to us in eight minutes. The Sun is so big, you 
could fit a million earths inside of it. 

  
3. Closest to the Sun is Mercury. Mercury can fit into the Earth eighteen times. It 

is made of rock, with an iron core that generates a magnetic field. Mercury 
orbits the Sun in 88 days. Mercury gets its name from the messenger god in 
Roman mythology known for his speed. 

  
4. Second is Venus which is called Earth's twin because it is about the same size 

as Earth. Venus is covered in clouds of sulphuric acid. Winds shoot sand 
around Venus’s very dry, arid surface. The temperature averages at 900 
degrees. It takes 224 days to orbit the Sun. Venus was also named after the 
Roman goddess of love. 

  
5. Earth is next. It has a rocky iron core at the centre of our planet. It has water, 

and the air is made up of mostly nitrogen and oxygen. It takes 365 days for it 
to circle the Sun and has one moon. 

  
6. Mars is next. Mars has a core of rock and iron. It is half the size of Earth. Mars 

is red. The polar caps of Mars stay frozen because of the colder temperatures. 
Mars has two moons. It takes Mars 684 days to circle the Sun. The Earth is 
the only known planet with life on it. There is so much still to learn about the 
solar system. 

 [Adapted from https://fliphtml5.com/xlhc/mveu/basic by Leslie Cargile] 
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Circle the letter of the correct answer for the following questions.  
    
1.1 What kind of text is this?  
    
 A Poem  
 B Letter  
 C Story  
 D Information text (1) 
    
1.2 The title of the text is …  
    
 A The Sun.  
 B The Planets.  
 C The Solar System.  
 D The Inner Solar System. (1) 
    
1.3 What is the Sun made up of?  
    
 A Fire  
 B Water  
 C Oxygen  
 D Hydrogen (1) 
    
1.4 How many earths can fit into the Sun?  
    
 A Fifty  
 B One million  
 C One hundred  
 D One thousand (1) 
    
1.5 On which planet do we live?  
    
 A Mars  
 B Earth  
 C Venus  
 D Mercury (1) 
    
Answer the following questions using full sentences:  
   
 
1.6 Name two materials that are found in the planets core?  
   
   

   
  (2) 
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1.7 Identify the two elements that are found in the Earth’s air.  
   
   

   
  (2) 

   
1.8 Why do the polar caps on Mars stay frozen?  
   
  (1) 

   
1.9 From which mythology did the planets Mercury and Venus get their names?  
   
   

   
  (1) 

   
1.10 Which word in paragraph 2 means “to move very fast”?  
   
  (1) 

   
1.11 State whether the statement below is TRUE or FALSE. Tick the correct answer.  
    
 1.11.1 Mercury is bigger than Earth  
    

  True False  
(1) 

      
 1.11.2 Give a reason for your answer in QUESTION 1.11.1.  
    
   (1) 

   
1.12 Mars takes 684 days to go around the Sun and the Earth takes 365 days to go 

around the Sun.  Which of the two planets goes around the Sun faster?  
   
   

   
  (2) 

   

Downloaded from testpapers.co.za



ENGLISH FIRST ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE 
  GRADE 6 

6 

 

P.T.O. 

 
1.13 Scientists discovered water on Mars, which means that people might be able to   
 live on Mars. Would you like to live on Mars? Say YES or NO.   

   
 Give ONE reason for your answer.  
   
   

   
  (2) 

   
1.14 Do you think it is possible for humans to live on Mercury and Venus? Say YES   
 or NO.    

   
 Give TWO reasons for your answer.  
   
   

   
   

   
   

   
  (2) 

  [20] 
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QUESTION 2  
  
Language structures and conventions in context  
  
Use Text A to answer the following questions.  
  
2.1 Complete the table below by filling in the correct singular or plural forms of the noun.  
   

  Singular Plural  

 2.1.1 ________________ planets 

    

 2.1.2 similarity ______________________________ (2) 

   
2.2 Identify the root word of powered: (1) 
   
    

    
2.3 Use the letters in the box below to correct the sentences by adding a prefix or 

suffix to the underlined word.  
   

  in- -y   

    
 (a) Terrestrial is a fancy word for rock.  
    
    

    
 (b) Mercury can fit to the Earth eighteen times.  
    
   (2) 

    
2.4 Rewrite the sentence below and replace the underlined words with a personal 

pronoun.  
    
 2.4.1 The satellite takes beautiful pictures of our planet.  
    
   (1) 

    
2.5 Provide the antonym for the underlined word to correct the sentence below.  
   
 Mercury is the biggest planet in the solar system.  
   
   (1) 

    
2.6 Find the synonym in Text A for the underlined word.  
    
 Mercury circles the Sun in 88 days.  
   
   (1) 
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2.7 Complete the table by filling in the missing degrees of comparison.  
   

 ________________ colder _________________ (2) 

     
2.8 Identify the types of sentences below.  
   
 (a)  The Sun is a huge ball of hydrogen.   

     
 (b)  Which is the first planet?   

     
 (c)  Stop it!  (3) 

   
2.9 Rewrite the following sentence with the correct punctuation  
   
 on which planet do we live   
   
  (2) 

  [15] 
   
QUESTION 3  
  
Text B: Visual Text – Graph  
  
Study the following poster graph and answer the questions below.  
 

 
 
3.1 According to the graph, which language is spoken the most in South Africa?  
   
  (1) 
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3.2 Which language is spoken the least in South Africa?  
   
  (1) 

   
3.3 Which are the top 3 spoken languages in South Africa, according to the text?  
       
      (3) 

   
3.4 What percentage of people speak IsiXhosa in South Africa?  
   
  (1) 

   
3.5 What is the difference, in percentages, between IsiXhosa and Sepedi?  
   
  (1) 

   
3.6 How many official languages does South Africa have?  
   
  (1) 

   
3.7 Apart from the Home Language and the First Additional Language you learn at 

school, which language would you like to learn? Give a reason for your answer.  
   
   

   
  (1) 

   
3.8 Name a language that is not an official language of South Africa.  
   
  (1) 

  [10] 
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QUESTION 4  
  
Text C: Summary  
  
Read the following text and follow the instruction below.  
 

FACTS ABOUT OUR SOLAR SYSTEM 
 

 
 
There is so much about space, our solar system, and the galaxy that we still do not 
know.  Space is very vast. With billions of galaxies and stars, we still do not know 
everything about the planets in our own solar system. There are, however, some really 
interesting things we know about the planets right now. Here are some facts about our 
solar system. 
 
There is no atmosphere in space so there is no sound. That means that space is 
completely silent. Venus has a temperature of 450°C and is the hottest planet, yet it is 
not the planet closest to the Sun. The Earth has three trillion trees and there are four 
hundred billion stars in the galaxy. This means there are more trees on Earth than stars 
in the Milky Way. We love to enjoy the beautiful sunsets on Earth but, did you know the 
sunset on Mars is blue and that one day on Venus is longer than a whole year on Earth. 
The Sun is not a planet but a star and takes up ninety-nine percent of the solar system. 

[Adapted from https://childwellbeing.asu.edu/SpaceFacts] 

 
4.1 Summarise 5 facts about our solar system in 60 to 70 words.  
   
   

   

   

   

   

   

   

  (5) 

  [5] 
   
 TOTAL: 50 
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